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D I R E C TOR ’ S  CORNER   
B Y :   CUR T I S S  HEMBY ,  

D I R E C TOR  OF  RE S OUR CE  F AM I L Y  S E R V I C E S  

Years ago a John Hopkin's pro-

fessor gave a group of graduate 

students this assignment: Go to 

the slums. Take 200 boys, be-
tween the ages of 12 and 16, 

and investigate their back-

ground and environment. Then 

predict their chances for the 
future.  

 

The students, after consulting 

social statistics, talking to the 
boys, and compiling much data, 

concluded that 90 percent of 

the boys would spend some 

time in jail.  
 

Twenty-five years later another 

group of graduate students was 

given the job of testing the pre-
diction. They went back to the 

same area. Some of the boys - by 

then men - were still there, a few 

had died, some had moved away, 

but they got in touch with 180 of 
the original 200. They found that 

only four of the group had ever 

been sent to jail.  

 
Why was it that these men, who 

had lived in a breeding place of 

crime, had such a surprisingly good 

record? The researchers were con-
tinually told: "Well, there was a 

teacher..."  

 

They pressed further, and found 
that in 75 percent of the cases it 

was the same woman. The re-

searchers went to this teacher, 

now living in a home for retired 
teachers. How had she exerted this 

remarkable influence over that 

group of children? Could she give 

them any reason why these boys 

should have remembered her?  
 

"No," she said, "no I really could-

n't." And then, thinking back over 

the years, she said musingly, more 
to herself than to her questioners: 

"I loved those boys...."   Bits & 

Pieces - June 1995 

We have to believe as we work 

together in caring for our children 

here in Kansas, that we too can 

be a “teacher” that has such a 

tremendous impact on a child. 

Curtiss Hemby, 

Director of Resource Family    

Services 

R E C R U I TM ENT  MOMENT  
B Y :   J A S O N  C E C I L ,  R E C R U I T M E N T  M A N A G E R  

As we start off the New Year of 2010, we want to continue and thank you for all you do as a foster family 

for the youth of TFI.  We are going to continue with the very popular Sam's Club Giveaway.  If you have 

maintained at least two placements in your home during the month, you will be eligible for the giveaway.  

A family will receive a year membership at Sam's Club ($40 value) plus a $500 gift card to help offset the 
expense of having the children in your home.    

 

The winner for December 2009 is - Larry and Gina Erwin of Emporia. 

 
Below is a list of winners since the contest has started: 

 

July 2009 -   Vickie McDaniel 

August 2009 -   Margaret Agee 
September 2009 -  Donna Goodner 

October 2009  -   Scott Scoenthalen and Brianna Kaumans 

November 2009 -  Rahma Nioku 

December 2009 -  Larry and Gina Erwin 
 

Also remember that as we start off the new year, we will continue to give a $300 referral bonus to any 

currently licensed family that refers a new family who becomes a licensed foster/adoptive family for TFI.  

Just think, if you refer only one family per month and save your bonus money throughout the year - you 
will have $3,600 to spend on Christmas next year.  Nothing like planning ahead.......... 

 

Happy 2010 everyone !!!!! 
 

Jason Cecil, Recruitment Manager 

Building Brighter  
Tomorrows for  

Families and Children 
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Harold and Jacqueline Wash-Harold and Jacqueline Wash-Harold and Jacqueline Wash-Harold and Jacqueline Wash-
ingtoningtoningtonington    

Matthew and Corrie GoadMatthew and Corrie GoadMatthew and Corrie GoadMatthew and Corrie Goad    

Evert and Amanda Lud-Evert and Amanda Lud-Evert and Amanda Lud-Evert and Amanda Lud-
lum/Kellerlum/Kellerlum/Kellerlum/Keller    

Debra MaestasDebra MaestasDebra MaestasDebra Maestas    

Michael and Kalika ClarkMichael and Kalika ClarkMichael and Kalika ClarkMichael and Kalika Clark    

Bradley and Patricia BlakeBradley and Patricia BlakeBradley and Patricia BlakeBradley and Patricia Blake    

John and Jessica BrownJohn and Jessica BrownJohn and Jessica BrownJohn and Jessica Brown    

Mark and Melinda hegemanMark and Melinda hegemanMark and Melinda hegemanMark and Melinda hegeman    

Wayne and Joann KeighleyWayne and Joann KeighleyWayne and Joann KeighleyWayne and Joann Keighley    

Donny and Suzanne JohnsonDonny and Suzanne JohnsonDonny and Suzanne JohnsonDonny and Suzanne Johnson    

 
For after hour      

emergencies please 
call 

1-877-921-4114 
 

Visit TFI’s new and 
improved website and 

to view the Between 
Families  

newsletter online at 
www.the-farm.org 

    

Dear Daisy, 

 

My foster son is graduating high school this May and wants to further his education by attending college or a technical school.  I’ve heard there are scholarships available for youth in foster 
care.  How do I access these resources?   

Signed, 

Proud Resource Parent 

 

Dear Proud Resource Parent: 

There are a number of resources available to assist youth in transitioning from foster care to adulthood.  The first step would be to contact the Independent Living Coordinator assigned 
to your child.   

The following are state funded initiatives provided by the State of Kansas to assist foster care youth aging out of the system:  

 
Education and Training Vouchers are available to eligible youth for assistance with post secondary education and certified training programs. Youth may be eligible for up to 
$6,250 total payments for assistance through the ETV program. ETV cannot exceed the lesser of $5,000 or the total cost of attendance per youth per plan year. (ETV may be 
issued up to $6,250 all funds) ETV funds may be used for costs associated with Post Secondary Education and/or training. Youth may elect to attend Post Secondary Educa-
tion and/or Certified Training Programs outside of Kansas and may use Kansas ETV for this purpose. 

 
Kansas Foster Child Education Assistance Act  
The Kansas Foster Child Educational Assistance Act applies to new applicants who enroll in a Kansas educational institution on or after July 1, 2006. 
This program will waive tuition at Kansas educational institutions to include any vocational school, area vocational-technical school, community college, Washburn University 
and state educational institution or technical college. For complete list of individual schools please consult www.kansasregents.org/institutions/index.html 
The waiver will cover tuition only for undergraduate enrollment of eligible youth through the semester the eligible youth attains 23 years of age.  

 

The National Foster Parent Association offers  scholarships for foster youth, adopted youth, or biological youth of currently licensed foster parents, who wish to further their education 
beyond high school, including college or university studies, vocational and job training, and correspondence courses, including the GED. Foster parents must be members of NFPA.  Please 
visit their website for additional information.  http://www.nfpaonline.org/index.asp 

The Scholarship Application deadline is March 31, 2010  

Websites for other financial aid resources  

Betty Ekstrom has been selected as Care Provider of the Month for the Southeast Region!  Betty has been a foster parent 

for over 10 years. Betty fosters for teen girls and has also adopted a child who will need care throughout her adult life..  

Betty interacts with birth parents and attempts to keep the positive connection between parents and teens flowing. The 

teens who are placed in the home always have good things to say about Betty and the communication that they have 

with her.  They are comfortable telling her anything.  Betty takes yearly trips to Worlds of  Fun with the placements as well as 

to Kansas City to shop.   She allows the girls to learn responsibility in her home by rewarding them with extra allowance for 

chores above and beyond what they are required.  Betty also accesses community resources for the teens placed in her 

home to provide them with community involvement.   Betty advocates well for the teens in her home. 

 

Betty tells others about fostering and always keeps her eyes and ears open to those who may be interested in fostering.  

She is a single parent who fosters four teens at all times.  She provides a nurturing environment to the placements in her 

home.  Betty has had tough placements and very seldom disrupts on a teen.  Betty advocates for the teens at school and 

in the community.  I am very lucky to have Betty on my caseload!  

 

Submitted by, 

Nicole Hines, LMSW - Iola 

S O U T H E A S T  R E G I O N  C A R E  P R O V I D E R  O F  T H E  M ON TH  
B E T T Y  E K S T R OM  

www.collegeboard.org 
www.fastweb.com 
www.finaid.org 
www.fafsa.ed.gov 
http://nfpainc.org/admin/www.nasfaa.org 
www.savingforcollege.com 
www.UNCF.org 
www.orphan.org 
www.jimcaseyyouth.org 
www.getcollegefunds.org 
http://nfpainc.org/admin/www.discoverfinancial.com/data/philanthropy/tribute.shtml 
www.collegenet.com 
www.waedfoundation.org/gs/ 
www.ed.gov/programs/gearup/index.html 
www.collegescholarships.com/ 
www.nrcys.ou.edu/nrcyd/state_home.htm 
http://www.affcf.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=62702 
http://www.questbridge.org/cps/awards/summer_school.html 
www.onwardandupwards.org 
www.sociallearning.com 
http://firstchancescholarship.com/ 
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I would like to nominate Kenny Anderson for Resource Parent of the Month.  Kenny has been licensed  with TFI Family Ser-

vices for several years now.  He takes therapeutic  teen boys into his home.  Kenny is able to set  firm boundaries and en-

courage these young men to be accountable and responsible.  He doesn’t give up easily and has maintained several 

youth longer than they had maintained in any previous placement.  Kenny not only provides structure and guidance, but 

he genuinely cares about the youth in his home and advocates for their needs.  Kenny is very flexible and works very well 

with the agency.  He has been a real blessing not only to the youth in his home, but  to TFI as well. Thanks Kenny! 

 

Submitted by, 

 

Cindy Kinyon, LBSW—Topeka 

NO R T H E A S T  R E G I O N  C A R E  P R O V I D E R  O F  TH E  MON TH  
K ENN Y  A N D E R S ON  

W E S T  R E G I O N  C A R E  P R O V I D E R  O F  T H E  M ON TH  
A D A  A N D  AND R EW  K E Y S E R  

I would like to nominate Ada and Andrew Keyser as the West Region Care Provider of the Month. It has been a pleasure working with 

Andrew and Ada Keyser for about 5 years. Ada has been a foster parent for 9 years.  Andrew became a foster parent shortly after he 

married Ada. He is an OTR truck driver and is sometimes gone overnights, but he remains very involved in parenting the kids by phone. 

Ada enjoys caring for children and children know they are loved at the home. She intended on only taking younger children under age 6 
or 7; however, when we had a teen needing placement one afternoon she stepped up, and shortly after she took another teen. The teen 

girls have been pregnant or with a child of their own and Ada and Andrew did a wonderful job including them into the family and meet-

ing their needs.  Ada and Andrew are very flexible, and do a great job working with birth families, some of them very difficult.  They have 

worked with difficult families by developing relationships, coaching them on parenting skills, and supervising visits at their home. When 
teachers call to ask to have the child sent home because of difficult behaviors, Ada is available to run to the school and work with a child 

and usually the child finishes the day at school. Ada and Andrew take children with very difficult behaviors and work very well with them, 

and many of the children in her care leave the home with much milder behaviors.  Ada was badly beaten by a child and sustained frac-

tures to her face. She quickly forgave the child and talks to the child on the phone now, several months after the incident.  Andrew and 
Ada have expectations of each child to cooperate with other family members and children seem to respond positively.  Ada is an expert 

at bonding with each child by looking at the child as an individual, and finds ways to make the child feel special. Most of the children 

placed at the home continue a relationship with Ada and her family for years after the child has left the home. 

 

Submitted by,  

Teri Kitchen, LMSW—El Dorado 

Your Valentine’s Day can be PinkPinkPinkPink and RedRedRedRed…and GreenGreenGreenGreen! 
                                                                                                                          Submitted by Megan Garde 

 
Everybody loves to receive Valentine’s, and most children enjoy making them to give to their friends.  There are 
several ways to make the Valentine’s card tradition green, on a day when approximately 192 million cards are 
exchanged…and subsequently tossed in a landfill. 
 

1. Keep Valentine’s cards this year to use for next year.  Most people only write on one side of the 
card, and the other side can be cut, collaged, and—you guessed it—reused to be made into a home-
made Valentine masterpiece. 

2. Still have Holiday cards lingering around?  These can be used creatively as well; many are festive enough to add pizzazz to chil-
dren’s Valentines. 

3. If you buy Valentine’s, buy cards and stickers that have been made from recycled paper. 
4. Send e-cards where possible! 
5. If your children want to go the extra environmentally-friendly mile, the cards could be made from recycled or reused paper and 

include a ‘green’ message on the back.  “I like you and I like the earth, too!  Please recycle me.” 
 

Hopefully, these tips are a good start to a fun-filled, GREEN Valentine’s Day! 
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I NEED YOU—DO YOU NEED ME? 

“One Year”“One Year”“One Year”“One Year”    
Wilbert and Christy Kelly 

Bill and Julie Fecke 

Kelly Clements 

Jerri Allgood 

Joe and Dana Leija 

Charles and Sandra Kin-
caid 

Leah Watts 

Aaron and Chloe 
Besperat 

Mike and Michelle Sarver 

Michael and Cathy Caylor 

Jeffery and Hope Hughes 

Shawn and Yolanda 
Knowlton 

Mary Franklin 

Pamela Gordon 

Robert and Theresa Fran-
cis 

Steven and Heather 
Stokes 

 

“Three Year”“Three Year”“Three Year”“Three Year”    
Roderick and Kimmerly 

Guice/Williams 

Robert and Marcia Hig-
gins 

Joan Hobbs 

Amber Fellows 

 

For more information on Christopher,  
contact Mary Martinez at  

785-539-1017. 

“Five Year”“Five Year”“Five Year”“Five Year”    
Daryl and Linda Dough-

erty 

Jerry and Jennifer Bram-
well 

Brenda Vrabel 

William and Mary Palmer 

Christopher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of Chris’ talents is art, especially drawing. His favorite classes in school 
are art and science, he enjoys being able to experiment in class. Chris’ other 
talent is playing basketball and he hopes to be able to play in the NBA some-
day. Chris can be very polite and very helpful but he struggles with respecting 
authority figures in his life. Chris needs lots of one on one attention at home 
and in school in order to maintain positive behaviors. He needs a family that 
is willing to be patient and model appropriate respectful behaviors towards 
others. Chris has two brothers, Rhynee and Chauncey, in which he is very 
close with and all of the brothers would prefer to be placed in the same for-
ever family. 

“Ten Year”“Ten Year”“Ten Year”“Ten Year”    
Doug and Linda Knight 





Questions? 

Suggestions? 

 

Remember, if you 
have a problem, 
concern or     
question about TFI 
Family Services, 
your first stop 
should be our 
Concern Line at 
concernline 

@the-farm.org or    
Ombudsman 
Nadine Terry-
Washington at 
(620) 342-2239.   

February 2010 Support Meetings 
 Chanute:  Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 6:00pm at the Chanute TFI Office, 1709 W. 7th St., Chanute, KS.  
 Colby:  Tuesday, February 16, 2010 at 6:00pm. Please contact Vicki Beiser for more information. 
 Concordia:  TBA 
 El Dorado: TBA 
 Emporia:  TBA 
 Fort Scott: Monday, February 22, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Community Christian Church, 1919 S. Horton, Ft Scott, KS.  
 Hays:  Monday, February 8, 2010 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm at the Hays TFI Office, 2712 Plaza, Hays, KS.  
Hutchinson:  TBA 
Garden City: Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at 6:30pm at the Garden City TFI Office, 103 W. Chestnut, Ste 201, Garden City. 
 Independence:   TBA 
 Iola:  Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at 6:00pm at the Iola TFI Office, 1702 N Main St., Iola, KS.  
 Kansas City:  Monday, February 8, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the KC TFI Office, 1333 Meadowlark Lane, Ste. 205, Kansas City, 
KS. 
 Lawrence: Thursday, February 18, 2010 from 5:30pm to 7:30pm at 910 W. 24th St., Lawrence, KS. Dinner and child care provided. 
Lansing/Atchison:  Tuesday, February 23, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Crossroad Methodist Church, 101 E. Gilman, Lansing, 
KS. 
Manhattan:   Monday, February 22, 2010 at 6:30 pm at the Manhattan TFI Office, 116 S. 4th St, Suite 1, Manhattan, KS. 
Overland Park:  TBA 
Parsons: TBA 
Phillipsburg:  Monday, February 15, 2010 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm at the Olliff-Boeve Community Room, 1115 2nd St., Phillipsburg, 
KS. 
Pittsburg: Tuesday, February 23, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at Schlanger Park, 725 E. 6th, Pittsburg, KS.  
Salina:  TBA 
Topeka:  Monday, February 15, 2010 at the Topeka TFI Office, 217 SE 4th St., Topeka, KS.  
Wellington:  TBA 
Winfield:  TBA 
 Wichita:  Tuesday, February 9, 2010 from 6:30pm to 8:30 pm at the Wichita TFI Office, 1711 S. Longfellow, Wichita, KS.  


