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D I R E C T O R ’ S  C O R N E R   
B Y :   C U R T I S S  H E M B Y ,  

D I R E C T O R  O F  R E S O U R C E  F A M I L Y  S E R V I C E S  

‘Tis the time of year Uncle 
Sam expects us to begin 
reporting our earnings for 
2009….yes, it is already 
tax season. Many re-
source families have 
questions about their 
taxes and how their reim-
bursement 
check impacts their 
yearly earnings. To clarify, 
the reimbursement 
checks that resource 
families receive 
from TFI Family Services for 
providing care to the chil-

dren placed in their home 
are not considered 
income. They are recog-
nized by the IRS as reim-
bursement checks. As a tax 
payer, you do have options. 
However, TFI Family Services 
can not give tax advice. To 
find out what your options 
are or if you have 
questions regarding 2009 
Tax Codes, please contact 
a certified public account-
ant. We wish everyone the 
best and as always we truly 
appreciate all you do for 

the children of Kansas. 
 
Curtiss Hemby, LMSW 
Director of Resource Family 
Services 

R E C R U I T M E N T  M O M E N T  
B Y :   J A S O N  C E C I L ,  R E C R U I T M E N T  M A N A G E R  

I hope everyone had a very merry Christmas and is on the road to a very exciting new year.  
As with every new year comes resolutions.  This year I challenge each of you to make a resolu-
tion to recruit "just one" new family to join TFI Family Services and become part of a child's life.   
As a TFI Family you have the opportunity to participate in contests that we sometimes offer 
throughout the year.  Read below as this family experienced a wonderful vacation in Disney 
World. 
 
"The kids had the most fun out of everybody and were really excited the entire time we were 
there. One of the days we were there we went to Blizzard Beach which happens to be a wa-
ter park. Anyway, when we were waiting for it to open, one of the lifeguards came out and 
told us we were going to be picked as the family for the day. We got to enter the park before 
everyone else and got to ride the slides before anyone and my daughter even got a medal. 
They even put us up in a cabana." 
 
So take this time to pay off some of the Christmas bills and earn $300 for each family you refer 
to TFI Family Services that becomes licensed.  Thank you for everything you do and we wish 
you a very Happy New Year !! 
 
Jason Cecil 
Recruitment Manager 

Building Brighter  
Tomorrows for  

Families and Children 

TFI Family Services, Inc. is licensed by the State of Kansas Department of Health and Environ-TFI Family Services, Inc. is licensed by the State of Kansas Department of Health and Environ-TFI Family Services, Inc. is licensed by the State of Kansas Department of Health and Environ-TFI Family Services, Inc. is licensed by the State of Kansas Department of Health and Environ-
ment as a Child Placement Agency. License No. 766ment as a Child Placement Agency. License No. 766ment as a Child Placement Agency. License No. 766ment as a Child Placement Agency. License No. 766----009.009.009.009.    
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For after hour      

emergencies please 
call 

1-877-921-4114 
 

Visit TFI’s new and 
improved website and 

to view the Between 
Families  

newsletter online at 
www.the-farm.org 

Dear Daisy, 

 
I have been fostering for nearly a year now and have never had a child “disrupt” from my home before.  However, 
the most recent youth who was placed in my home is just not a good “fit” for our family and I told my worker I 
would like to have him moved.  She has been working with me to maintain this placement and has mentioned 
something about “outcomes”.  Can you explain how “outcomes” are related to this situation?   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Wanting to Disrupt 
 

Dear Wanting to Disrupt, 

 
There are state and federal outcomes that all child welfare contractors are evaluated on.  Several of those out-
comes are related to placement stability.  For example one of the federal outcomes states that 83.3% of children in 
care for less than 12 months will experience no more than 2 placements while in care.  For this reason as well as the 
many reasons you learned about in PS-MAPP or Deciding Together Training, the worker for your home will do every-
thing possible to try to prevent unnecessary moves for youth in our care.  Placement stability is important to the 
child and the case for so many reasons including attachment, consistent education, mental health, and reintegra-
tion purposes.  The outcomes are intended to promote the well-being of children and to make sure that as an 
agency and as care providers we’re all doing the best we can to prevent unnecessary moves.  

 

Daisy  

Shawnda Dixon has been selected as Care Provider of the Month for the Southeast Region.  This 
December will be Shawnda's 4th year of fostering with TFI. During this time she has helped trans-
form the lives of numerous children. This past month, Shawnda finalized the adoption for  a sib-
ling set of three and she is now in the beginning phase of adopting another child placed in her 
home. Shawnda also stays in contact with many children that were previously placed in her 
home that have  since achieved permanency.  
 
"Treating each child placed in your home as your own" is something Shawnda truly takes to 
heart. During the spring and summer, Shawnda often spends the week camping. Shawnda al-
ways takes the children placed in her home with her and even took them with her when her 
and her family went on a week long vacation this summer. Shawnda is a constant in each 
child's life; attending their school programs, sporting events, and anything else that pertains to 
the child's life. She enjoys working with TFI and is not bashful in attempting to recruit future foster 
parents.  
 
During my time as Shawnda's RFW (1 1/2 years), it is painlessly easy to see why she continues to 
foster. She has a genuine and natural love for children and she takes her role of fostering very 
seriously. Having Shawnda as one of my foster parents has made my job much, much easier.  
 
Submitted by, 
Devin Eccles, RFW - Chanute 

S O U T H E A S T  R E G I O N  C A R E  P R O V I D E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H  
S H A W N D A  D I X O N  
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I would like to take this time to recognize Trey and Tia Collins as care provider of the month.  I have had the privilege of 
working with the Collins over the last 6 months.  Trey and Tia are dedicated individuals who provide much more than just a 
"a roof over a youth's head."  The Collins go above and beyond their responsibilities as resource parents.  Trey and Tia are 
new foster parents that put a new meaning to working with biological families.  They allow biological parents to come into 
their home and they role model appropriate parenting skills such as bathing the children, providing them with appropriate 
meals, and constructive ways to manage discipline.  They have had several placements and have not disrupted on any of 
the children.  They are willing to work with the good and the bad that comes with foster care.  They attend all the courts, 
case plans, and transport their youth to all appointments.  Currently they have 4 placements and each morning they have 
to take the children to 4 different locations before their work day starts.  I am privileged to work with the Collin's and I know 
they will continue to make positive changes in the lives of the children they foster.  I commend the Collin's on their 
achievements as resource parents and am proud to name them as care provider of the month. 
 
Submitted by, 
Kim Yoxall, BS, LMSW, Manhattan Kansas Supervisor 

N O R T H E A S T  R E G I O N  C A R E  P R O V I D E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H  
T R E Y  A N D  T I A  C O L L I N S  

W E S T  R E G I O N  C A R E  P R O V I D E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H  
M A R T Y  A N D  K R I S  F R O S T  

Marty and Kris Frost have been selected as the West Region Care Provider of the Month. Kris and Marty Frost have been 
foster parents for approximately 3 years. They initially got started by becoming a kinship placement for 3 young boys and 
have fostered many kids since that time. They have had a variety of different ages of children in their home however their 
focus is mainly teenage boys . They have great patience and understanding in dealing with a house full of teen boys. This 
past year they took legal guardianship of a 16 year old boy that had been with them for quite some time and they also 
have 3 children of their own. Marty and Kris work extremely well together  with all the kids to meet their needs and to help 
them make positive changes in their lives. They treat all the kids as if they were their own and are also supportive of the 
biological families.  They are very committed to the children and also have  been an ongoing support for several children 
that have left their home.  They always have a positive attitude despite the many challenges they face on a regular basis 
when dealing with teenagers. It has been a pleasure working with Marty and Kris. Words can’t describe how much I appre-
ciate the time and effort they put in to help kids and due to their great work as foster parents my job is definitely much eas-
ier, and that is worth a million!!!! 
 
Submitted by, 
Peggy Arpin, Resource Family Worker-Concordia 

Out with the old...and in with the Out with the old...and in with the Out with the old...and in with the Out with the old...and in with the GREENGREENGREENGREEN!!!!    
 

A fresh start to be green is right around the corner!  Transform these 3 popular New Year’s resolutions into 
green solutions in 2010: 
 
Want to get in shape?  Many Americans join a gym to help meet this goal.  However, gyms require not only a 
monthly fee, but gas to drive there.  Research workout regimens you can do at home or in your neighborhood.  If you want the benefits of 
a workout facility (and it’s a safe commute), walk or bike to the gym! 
 
Want to save some green in 2010?  From energy-efficient bulbs to turning down the thermostat, there are many ways to save energy and 
money.  Set a goal to make a change that will be green and save green in 2010. 
 
Want to get organized and help others?  Out with the old/unused/never-used!  Many people want to clean out their basements, attics, 
and closets after the holidays.  But by the time they’re done cleaning, many people bag up everything and set it at the curb.  Before you 
start tossing, set out storage containers for not only waste, but items that can be recycled or given away to those in need.   

                                                      
Green Tip Article submitted by Megan Garde 
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I NEED YOU—DO YOU NEED ME? 

“One Year”“One Year”“One Year”“One Year”    
Jason and Julie Keller 

Dennis and Linda Koch 
Timothy and Scheryl 

Schrag/Cornell 
Tony and Sheri Felich 

Kelly Hansen 
Jason and Kelly Wood-

man 
Debra Kemp 

Bobby and Jamie John-
son 

Lee and Candace Becker-
man 

Neil and Dianna Just 
Tron and Karen Blankin-

ship 
Jacque Bretton 

Ricky and Kandis 
Coomes 

Eleazar and Renee 
Tovar/Alvarado-Tovar 

Mellissa Sims 
Lydia Horner 

Deborah Torset 
Jason and Jamie Hibbs 

Richard and Sharon 
McBeth 

Joseph and Shirley Mor-
gan 

“Three Year”“Three Year”“Three Year”“Three Year”    
Mark and Michelle Ste-

vens 
Marty and Kristina Frost 
John and Pamela Davis 

 
For more information on David,  

 contact JoVonka Marks at  
785.271.6657. 

“Five Year”“Five Year”“Five Year”“Five Year”    
Violet Madlock 

Daniel and Gayle Fritze-
meier 

Christopher and Mary 
Banash 

    

Football anyone? 
  
Weather it's watching or playing football, count David in! 
David’s strengths are the sports of football, basketball, and 
wrestling. Needless to say, his biggest hobby is football. David 
also enjoys video games, and board games. When he grows 
up, David aspires to be a veterinarian. David reports that his 
favorite subject in school is Science because he’s good at it. 
Although David has behavioral challenges, with the right fam-
ily these challenges will self remedy. David’s behavioral chal-
lenges are best managed by offering him incentives and lots 
of positive reinforcement. David is hopeful that one day soon 
he will find a forever family. 



Annual Foster Home Licensing RenewalsAnnual Foster Home Licensing RenewalsAnnual Foster Home Licensing RenewalsAnnual Foster Home Licensing Renewals 
 
Beginning January, 2010, you'll notice that TFI Family Services' Licensing Specialists are taking photos dur-
ing your annual renewals.  This is simply to provide some visual documentation that your home is in com-
pliance with KDHE regulations and will be kept on file at TFI Family Services. It is hoped we will also be 
able to utilize photographs in the event there are any licensing questions that KDHE would need to see 
to be able to answer.  Please feel free to ask questions as you have them and thank you so much in 
advance for your assistance! 



Questions? 
Suggestions? 
 
Remember, if you 
have a problem, 
concern or     
question about TFI 
Family Services, 
your first stop 
should be our 
Concern Line at 
concernline 
@the-farm.org or    
Ombudsman 
Nadine Terry-
Washington at 
(620) 342-2239.   

January 2010 Support Meetings 

 Chanute:  TBA 
 Colby:  Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at 6:00pm. Please contact Vicki Beiser for more information. 
 Concordia:  TBA 
 El Dorado: Invited to Wichita’s support meeting. 
 Emporia:  TBA 
 Fort Scott: Monday, January 25, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Community Christian Church, 1919 S. Horton, Ft Scott, KS.  
 Hays:  Monday, January 11, 2010 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm at the Hays TFI Office, 2712 Plaza, Hays, KS.  
Hutchinson:  Thursday, January 7, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Hutchinson TFI Office, 400 W. 2nd Ave., Ste A, Office 3, Hut-
chinson, KS. 
Garden City: TBA 
 Independence:   Tuesday, January 26, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Independence TFI Office, 501 N Penn, Independence, KS. 
 Iola:  Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at 6:00pm at the Iola TFI Office, 1702 N Main St., Iola, KS.  
 Kansas City:  Monday, January 11, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the KC TFI Office, 1333 Meadowlark Lane, Ste. 205, Kansas City, 
KS. 
 Lawrence: TBA 
Lansing/Atchison:  Tuesday, January 26, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Atchison Public Library, 401 Kansas Ave., Atchison, 
KS. 
Manhattan:   Monday, January 11, 2010 at 6:30 pm at the Manhattan TFI Office, 116 S. 4th St, Suite 1, Manhattan, KS. 
Overland Park:  Tuesday, January 12, 2010 from 6:00pm to 7:30pm at the Overland Park TFI Office, 8300 College Blvd., Ste. 301, 
Overland Park, KS. Please RSVP to Angela Griswold at 913-894-2985.  
Parsons: TBA 
Phillipsburg:  Monday, January 25, 2010 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm at the Olliff-Boeve Community Room, 1115 2nd St., Phillipsburg, KS. 
Pittsburg: Tuesday, January 26, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at Schlanger Park, 725 E. 6th, Pittsburg, KS.  
Salina:  Tuesday, January 26, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Salina TFI Office, 131 N. Santa Fe, Suites 1A & B, Salina, KS. 
Topeka:  Tuesday, January 19, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Topeka TFI Office, 217 SE 4th St., Topeka, KS.  
Wellington:  TBA 
Winfield:  Friday, January 8, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Winfield TFI Office, 1321 E. 7th, Winfield, KS.  
 Wichita:  Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at 6:30pm at Wichita TFI Office, 1711 S. Longfellow, Wichita, KS.  


