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D I R E C T O R ’ S  C O R N E R   
B Y :   D R .  S T E V E  S O L O M O N ,   

D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  P O L I C Y  

Impact of New Statute:  Placing 

Youth ages 16 and 17 in SRS 

Custody 

 
Senate Bill 134 was passed last 
legislative session and goes into 
effect on July 1, 2009.  In the last 
(edition of Between Families or TFI 
Intranet article), I shared informa-
tion about how this would impact 
youth who turn 18 or will turn 18 
while in the custody of the Secre-
tary of SRS.  In this report, I will out-
line changes in the Child in Need 
of Care statutes that affect refer-
rals of youth ages 16 and 17. 

 
Previously and until June 30, 2009, 
youth with circumstances such as 
out-of-control behavior, truancy, 
or running away could be placed 
by the court into SRS custody. Un-
der revised statutes, effective July 
1, 2009, the courts’ ability to re-
move 16 and 17 year old youth 

from their homes and place them in 
SRS custody would be more limited.  
The courts would continue to remove 
such youth from their homes if there is 
a finding of maltreatment/abuse in 
the home.  In addition, if the court 
determines that there are no avail-
able family resources to properly 
support the youth, the same decision 
can be made. In other words, a find-
ing of truancy, for example, would 
not be a sufficient reason for remov-
ing a youth and placing him in SRS 
custody.  For such reasons as truancy, 
running away, etc., many believe 
that there are beneficial strategies 
and approaches for assisting the 
youth and family that can be ap-
plied without removing the youth 
from his home and often, his school 
and community. 

 
SRS does anticipate there will some 
cost savings because referrals to the 
Reintegration/Foster Care contrac-
tors should decrease.  It is the intent 

of SRS to apply some of these sav-
ings to increase services such as 
family support or family preservation 
for these particular youth and fami-
lies.  At this time, the system for ap-
plying these funds has not been 
determined and the extent to which 
referrals might be decreased is diffi-
cult to project.  Based on previous 
experience, however, we can ex-
pect that the real impact will be 
very much under the purview of the 
courts and that local practice will 
be the determining factor. 

 
These changes do not impact on 
youth who have been referred to 
the Reintegration/Foster Care con-
tractor prior to July 1, 2009.  

 

Dr. Steve Solomon, 

Director of Public Policy 

 
R E C R U I T M E N T  M O M E N T  

B Y :   J A S O N  C E C I L ,  R E C R U I T M E N T  M A N A G E R  
Do You Hold the Key to Unlock a Child’s Future? 

A Key Person is someone who……….. 

• Has room in your home and heart for a child 

• Is committed to making a difference 

• Has a good sense of humor 

• Can accept a challenge and be coachable 

• Can work as a team member 

• Values your role as a mother or father 

If you know anyone like this, maybe you should think about telling them how to become a foster family.  

 

Foster Parents are Key Players In Unlocking a Child’s Future! Foster Parents Are People Like You!!!!!!! 

 

Remember—have them start by contacting us at 1-800-279-9914. We will get some information from them and send out a packet 
on how they too can start the journey on becoming a foster parent for TFI Family Services. This is also a friendly reminder that for 
each family your refer, a bonus of $300 per family that becomes licensed is yours. Happy Recruiting!! 

 

Jason Cecil, 
Recruitment Manager 

Building Brighter  

Tomorrows for  

Families and Children 
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For after hour      

emergencies please 

call 

1-877-921-4114 

 

Visit TFI’s new and 

improved website and 

to view the Between 

Families  

newsletter online at 

www.the-farm.org 

Dear Daisy,  

      
Our family has a huge get together planned for the 4th of July. We are having family come over for a cook out 
and firework display. I started to wonder if it was OK for my foster child to light a firework. Are they allowed to par-
ticipate in the fun?? Help!! 
 

  Signed, 

 

  Ready for the 4th 

 

Dear Ready for the 4th, 
 
Of course we support all of the children in our homes to be as much a part of your celebration as your other chil-
dren. As with any activity, we expect you to supervise your child at all times around the fireworks and follow any 
directions on the fireworks themselves. Remember if you are traveling this holiday weekend and going out of state, 
that you get the appropriate passes ahead of time so you are not scrambling at the last minute. As always, be 
careful, have fun, and have a Happy 4th of July!!! 

 
  Signed, 

 

  Dear Daisy 

Mark and Tina Ward have been selected as the Southeast Care Provider of the Month, receiving tow nomi-
nations for this recognition! They provide a loving, stable and constant environment to the children in the 
home.  
 
Tina is a wonderful mentor and support system to biological parents. For instance, Tina willingly allows bio-
logical parents to ride to out of town doctors appointments with her and the child, knowing the parent 
would be unable to attend any other way.  
 
The Wards have fostered the same child for over two years. He was medically fragile when he came to 
them, requiring a lot of medical attention and appointments. The Wards have transported him to every 
appointment-in town and hours away. When the child came back into foster care after being home, they 
did not hesitate to take him back into their home. This choice was definitely in the best interest of the child 
because he had known them for most of his life and was familiar with and attached to them. They have 
worked in partnership with their Resource Worker and the Permanency team.  
 
Mark and Tina treat the children they foster as if they are their own-the child they currently have even calls 
them “grandmama” and “granddaddy”. Mark and Tina do their best to make sure they include the child in 
their home in ever aspect of their family life, including holidays and camping trips. Tina is a stay-at-home 
mom and provides plenty of fun activities for the child in their home-going to the library, watching videos, 
and playing games with him. Mark and Tina stay connected with the children they foster; they still visit with 
children who were adopted after they left the home several years ago.  
 
It has been a blessing to work with Mark and Tina the entire time I’ve been a Resource Worker for TFI. Mark 
and Tina are great examples of what amazing “foster parenting” looks like. Other resource workers as well 
as case managers and family support workers comment on how amazing the Wards are as foster parents.  
 
Submitted by, 
Ashley Marple, RFW— Chanute and Jenny DeMerit, Family Support Worker—-Chanute 

S O U T H E A S T  R E G I O N  C A R E  P R O V I D E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H  
M A R K  A N D  T I N A  W A R D  
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Todd and Ellen Bayliss have been selected as the Northeast Region Care Provider of the Month. Todd and Ellen have been li-
censed resource parents with TFI since 2006. They live on a farm in rural Wabaunsee county. The Bayless’s have three sons of their 
own, ages 20, 19, and 17. The family enjoys fishing, camping, and outdoor activities. Todd and Ellen currently have three foster 
children. They do a wonderful job of making all the children feel loved, supported, and a part of the family. They are always open 
to suggestions and work well as team members to best meet the needs of the children placed in their care. TFI is fortunate to 
have Todd and Ellen as a resource family and truly appreciates all their dedication and hard work. Thanks Todd and Ellen! 
 
Submitted by, 
Tauna Baker, LMSW, Resource Family Supervisor—Topeka 

N O R T H E A S T  R E G I O N  C A R E  P R O V I D E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H  
T O D D  A N D  E L L E N  B A Y L I S S   

W E S T  R E G I O N  C A R E  P R O V I D E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H  
A L L E N  A N D  N O R M A  C O M B S   

Allen and Norma Combs have been selected as the West Region Care Provider of the Month. They are wonderful as they 
have two wheel chair bound teenage ladies, which require all their daily needs to be done for them. Even though those 
girls require double the amount of doctor and other appointments, I can only recall two missed appointments that took 
place and that was only because the girl was ill. These girls are not hurting for anything! Anything that Allen and Norma 
can think of what will make these girls’ lives better, they are there purchasing it, or working with the many professionals in-
volved to make it happen. They are truly angels among us! 
 
Submitted by,  
Nicole Booze, LMSW, Resource Family Supervisor, —Wichita 

Have a Green Fourth of July!  
Information from US News.com  
Celebrate the red, white and blue while being greengreengreengreen    this Fourth of 
July!  Here are some simple, low-cost eco-friendly tips for a great 
Fourth:  Use dishware, not paper plates, to serve guests. It may 
require some extra cleanup for you, but you'll save trees and keep garbage out of 
landfills ● For picnics, try a plastic sandwich container, rather than plastic wrap ●  
Go to a community fireworks show, rather than buying your own. Big fireworks dis-
plays are getting greener and eliminating some of the most hazardous chemicals. ● 
Cook with charcoal rather than propane. Since charcoal comes from wood and not 
fossil fuels, it's greener than gas. For a truly green barbecue, omit the red meat and 
try some veggie burgers instead! ● Buy your veggies at a farmers' market. Put your 
leftovers in a compost pile. ●Get a cone with sprinkles on it from a locally owned ice-
cream shop—if the ice cream is made in-house, there are no food miles for your 
treat to travel. A cone is more eco-friendly than a cup.  .  .  .      

Have  fun and beHave  fun and beHave  fun and beHave  fun and be    greengreengreengreen    as you celebrate your Fourth of July!!!as you celebrate your Fourth of July!!!as you celebrate your Fourth of July!!!as you celebrate your Fourth of July!!!    
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WE NEED YOU—DO YOU NEED US? 

“One Year”“One Year”“One Year”“One Year”    

Vladimir and Irina Galoch-
kina 

Angela Hale 

Dale and Julie Pfannen-
stiel 

Paul and Tammy Buche 

Jessica Stukey 

Troy and Cherylan Snider 

Zeb and Rachel 
Smith/Oldham 

“Three Year”“Three Year”“Three Year”“Three Year”    

Jerry and Brenda Estell 

James and Cindy Perry 

John “David” and 
Katherine “Kitty” 

Holmes 

Bryan and Donna Davis 

Kendel “Gary” and 
Carla Cochrun 

 

 

For more  information  on , Ke’Andre, Treyvian, and Jarell 

contact Leigh Lingenfelter at  

1-877-613-7746. 

Ke’Andre, pictured in the middle, is the oldest of three sports loving 

boys. He has high aspirations to be a professional football player (or an 

attorney as a back up career.) Treyvian, pictured on the right, is the 

middle child. When he isn’t playing hard, he enjoys rapping and creat-

ing his own lyrics. Jarell, pictured on the left, is the youngest of three 

sports loving boys. Jarell is quiet and shy until he gets to know you. You’ll 

hear his easy coming laughs, as he loves to joke around. The boys want 

a family with two parents. They love babies and toddlers, therefore, 

they would enjoy younger siblings. The boys would especially like a dad 

who will spend time with them working on collections, cars, playing bas-

ketball, video games…anything  that fathers and sons do together. 

More than anything, this group of brothers needs a family who will en-

courage them to enjoy their childhood and help them see the wonder-

ful boys they are.  

“Five Year”“Five Year”“Five Year”“Five Year”    

Scott and Susie Steinke 

Jesse and Barbara 
McCarley 

Marcella “Marcy” Revell 

Orlando and Sheila Garza 

Kevin and Loretta Wil-
liams 

Eldon and Jan Ast/Tabing 

Rodney and Cindy Kinyon 

Ellen Baker 

Stephen and Deborah 
Leahan 



July 2009 Support Meeting 

 Chanute:  Wednesday, July 22, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Chanute Office, 1709 W 7th, Chanute, KS.  
 Colby:  Tuesday, July 21, 2009 at 7:00pm. 
 Concordia:  TBA   
 El Dorado:   TBA 
 Emporia:  Tuesday, July 14, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. at the Emporia TFI Office, 618 Commercial, Emporia, KS. 
 Fort Scott: Tuesday, July 28, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Schlanger Park, 725 E. 6th, Pittsburg, KS. 
 Hays: Monday, July 13, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at the Hays Office, 2712 Plaza, Hays, KS.  
Hutchinson:   Thursday, July 2, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Hutchinson TFI Office 400 W. 2nd, Hutchinson, KS.   
 Garden City:  Thursday, June 23, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Garden City Office, 103 W. Chestnut, Suite 201, Garden 
City, KS. 
 Independence:  Tuesday, July 28, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Independence Office 501 N. Penn, Independence, KS.   
 Iola:   Tuesday, July 21, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Iola TFI Office, 1702 N. State St., Iola, KS.        
 Kansas City:   Monday, July 13, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. at the Kansas City TFI Office, 1333 Meadowlark Lane, Kansas City, KS. 
 Lawrence:   Thursday, July 16, 2009 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the TFI Office, 910 W. 24th St., Lawrence, KS. Food and daycare 
will be provided. 
 Lansing/Atchison:  Monday, July 27, 2009 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Atchinson Library.  
 Overland Park:  Tuesday, July 21, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Overland Park TFI Office, 8300 College Blvd, Ste. 301, 
Overland Park, KS. Please RSVP to Angela Griswald at 913-894-2985. 
 Parsons: Monday, July 27, 2009  from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the First Baptist Church, 1621 Main, Parsons, KS. 
 Phillipsburg:  Monday, July 20, 2009 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Oliff-Boeve Community Room, 1115 2nd St., Phillipsburg, KS. 
Pittsburg:  Tuesday, July 28, 2009 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at Schlanger Park, 725 E. 6th, Pittsburg, KS.  
 Salina:  TBA 
 Topeka:  Tuesday, July 21, 2009 from 6:00 pm to 8:00pm at the Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library,  1515 S. W. 10th St. 
Topeka. 
 Wellington:  Tuesday, July 21, 2009 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the NEW Wellington Office, 221 W. Harvey Ave., Wellington. 
Winfield: Monday, July 20, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the NEW Winfield Office, 1321 E. 7th, Winfield, KS.  
 Wichita:  Tuesday, July 14, 2009 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00pm at the Wichita Office, 1711 S. Longfellow, Wichita, KS. Please RSVP by 
July 13th at 5:00p.m. at 316-684-5300. 

Questions? 

Suggestions? 

 

Remember, if you 
have a problem, 
concern or     
question about TFI 
Family Services, 
your first stop 
should be our 
Concern Line at 
concernline 

@the-farm.org or    
Ombudsman 
Nadine Terry-
Washington at 
(620) 342-2239.   

TFI Family Services, Inc. is licensed by the State of Kansas Department of Health and Environment as a Child 

Placement Agency. License No. 766-009. 


